
  

www.newsflashenglish.com 
The 4 page 60 minute ESL British English lesson – 25/06/14 

A visit to a hospital 

Today let’s talk about a visit to a hospital. Many 

of us will have visited someone in hospital. You 

might have needed to visit or stay in hospital 

yourself. Hospitals can be state or privately run.  

If you have an accident and need to go to 

hospital you normally go to the Accident and 

Emergency Department (A&E). If it is a serious 

accident you will go there in an ambulance. All 

patients coming to A&E are cared for by doctors 

and nurses. Sometimes there is a long wait, 

which can be a bit frustrating.  

There are many types of wards in hospitals. 

Some are long or short term wards. There are 

wards for old people, children, and people with 

heart conditions. There is also the ‘ears, nose 

and throat’ ward etc…  

Many towns and cities now have modern huge 

new hospitals, many of which are out-of-town. 

This normally means a bus or car ride away for 

those visiting it. Parking can be an issue, 

especially during visiting times. You normally 

have to pay an arm and a leg in parking fees 

assuming you can find a parking place! 

Hospital canteens have vastly improved. Patients 

though still complain about their food. Larger 

hospitals normally have shops where visitors can 

buy things that patients might like, for example, 

newspapers, books and flowers. 

Patients are looked after by doctors and nurses 

who work in different shifts. Their work is very 

demanding and skilled. Whilst the nurses look 

after the patients, surgeons undertake all types 

of operations. Doctors help cure people with 

different diseases. These day’s modern hospitals 

have a fast track turnover, which is 

computerised. Wards can also be mixed! 

SPEAKING – WARM UP 

Think of three reasons to visit a hospital. Go round 

the room swapping details with others.  

 LISTENING – WRITING - DICTATION 

The teacher will read some lines of the article 

slowly to the class.  

READING 

Students should now read the article aloud, 

swapping readers every paragraph. 

SPEAKING - UNDERSTANDING  

1) The article – Students check any unknown 

vocabulary or phrases with the teacher. 

2) The article - Students should look through the 

article with the teacher.          

1) What is the article about? 

2) What do you think about the article? 

3) Was this an easy or difficult article to 

understand? 

4) Was this a boring or interesting article? 

5) Discuss the article. 

  

3) Article quiz - Students quiz each other in 

pairs. Score a point for each correct answer. Score 

half a point each time you have to look at the 

article for help. See who can get the highest score! 

             

                       Student A questions 

1) Name three types of ward. 

2) What have vastly improved? 

3) What can be mixed? 

4) What are out-of-town? 

5) What does A&E mean? 

 

                     Student B questions 

1) What is an ambulance? 

2) What can be an issue? 

3) What can you buy in the shops? 

4) What does out-of-town mean? 

5) What can be a bit frustrating? 
 

Category: Health / Hospital / Life 
Intermediate / Upper Intermediate 
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WRITING / SPEAKING  

 In pairs. On the board write as many words as 

you can to do with ‘Hospitals’. One-two 

minutes. Compare with other teams. Using your 

words compile a short dialogue together. 

WRITING / SPEAKING  

In pairs – Different wards – Think of five 

different wards you would find in a hospital. 

Write them below. Talk about them.              

1) ________________________  

2) ________________________ 

3) ________________________ 

4) ________________________ 

5) ________________________ 

The teacher will choose some pairs to discuss their 
findings in front of the class. 

WRITING / SPEAKING  

In pairs, - 24 hours in a hospital. Jot down 

some notes then discuss together some of the 

things that take place in hospitals during a 24 

hour period.    

WRITING / SPEAKING  

In pairs, - 24 hours in a ward. Jot down some 

notes then discuss together some of the things 

that took place in the ward you were both in.  

SPEAKING – ROLEPLAY 1 

In groups. One of you is the interviewer. There 

are up to four guests. You are in the ITV News 

TV studio. Today’s interview is: A visit to a 

hospital. 10 mins.                     

1) A nurse. 

2) A patient. 

3) A doctor. 

4) A visitor seeing a patient.                               
The teacher will choose some groups to roleplay their 
interview in front of the class.  

SPEAKING - ROLEPLAY 2 

In pairs. Student A is a nurse at a hospital. 

Student B is a doctor at the same hospital. You 

are having a coffee in the hospital canteen. Talk 

about what you both did during your last shift. 5 

mins.  

SPEAKING – DISCUSSION  

Allow 10 minutes – As a class.  

 

A visit to my local hospital 

      

The teacher can moderate the session. 

DISCUSSION 

  Student A questions 

1) Did the headline make you want to 

read the article? 

2) When did you last visit a hospital? 

3) What was the purpose of your visit to 

hospital? 

4) Do you know anyone who works in a 

hospital? If yes, what do they do? 

5) How far is your local hospital from 

where you live? 

6) Is it easy to get to your hospital? 

7) What are the car park facilities like at 

the hospital? Are the car parking fees 

excessive or is it free parking? 

8) What are the local bus and taxi 

services like for getting to and from 

hospital? 

9) What is the hospital canteen like? 

10) Have you learnt anything in today’s 

English lesson? 

DISCUSSION 

Student B questions 

1) Is your hospital modern or old? 

2) What is the longest time you have 

spent in hospital? 

3) Does your hospital have shops where 

you can buy different things? 

4) Does your hospital offer a radio and 

TV with earphones by the bed? 

5) Do you have to pay rip-off prices to 

watch the hospital TV by your bed 

using a card bought for say £20 that 

lasts 4 hours? 

6) What are the staff like in your local 

hospital? 

7) Do you use a private or state hospital? 

8) How do you rate your hospital? (1 is 

bad: 10 is good)   

9) Has this been a difficult lesson for you 

to understand? 

10) Did you like this discussion? 
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GAP FILL: READING    GAP FILL: GRAMMAR          

A visit to a hospital 

Today let’s talk about a visit to a hospital. Many of 

us will have visited someone in (1)__. You might 

have needed to visit or stay in hospital yourself. 

Hospitals can be state or privately run.  

If you have an (2)__ and need to go to hospital you 

normally go to the Accident and (3)__ Department 

(A&E). If it is a (4)__ accident you will go there in an 

ambulance. All patients coming to A&E are cared for 

by (5)__ and nurses. Sometimes there is a long wait, 

which can be a bit frustrating.  

There are many types of wards in hospitals. Some 

are long or short term (6)__. There are wards for old 

people, children, and people with heart conditions. 

There is also the ‘ears, nose and (7)__’ ward etc…  

Many towns and cities now have modern huge new 

hospitals, many of which are out-of-town. This (8)__ 

means a bus or car ride away for those visiting it.  

wards / accident / hospital / emergency / 

normally / serious / doctors / throat  

A visit to a hospital 

Today let’s talk about a visit to a hospital. Many of 

us will have visited someone in hospital. You (1)__ 

have needed to visit or stay in hospital yourself. 

Hospitals can be state or privately run.  

If you have an accident and need to go to hospital 

you normally go to the Accident and Emergency 

Department (A&E). If it is a serious accident you will 

go there in an ambulance. All patients coming to A&E 

are cared for by doctors and nurses. Sometimes 

there is a long wait, (2)__ can be a bit frustrating.  

(3)__ are many types of wards in hospitals. (4)__ 

are long or short term wards. There are wards for 

old people, children, and people (5)__ heart 

conditions. There is also the ‘ears, nose and throat’ 

ward etc…  

 (6)__ towns and cities now have modern huge new 

hospitals, many of which are out-of-town. (7)__ 

normally means a bus or car ride away for (8)__ 

visiting it.  

those / many / there / might / with / which / 

some / this   

Parking can be an (1)__, especially during visiting 

times. You normally have to pay an arm and a leg in 

parking fees assuming you can find a parking place! 

Hospital (2)__ have (3)__ improved. Patients though 

still complain about their food. Larger hospitals 

normally have shops where visitors can buy things 

that patients might like, for example, newspapers, 

books and flowers. 

(4)__ are looked after by doctors and nurses who 

work in different (5)__. Their work is very 

demanding and skilled. Whilst the (6)__ look after 

the patients, surgeons undertake all types of 

operations. Doctors help (7)__ people with different 

diseases. These day’s modern hospitals have a fast 

track (8)__, which is computerised. Wards can also 

be mixed! 

shifts / cure / turnover / canteens / nurses / 

vastly / issue / patients   

Parking can be (1)__ issue, especially during visiting 

times. (2)__ normally have to pay an arm and a leg 

(3)__ parking fees assuming you can find a parking 

place! 

Hospital canteens have vastly improved. Patients 

though still complain about their food. Larger 

hospitals normally have shops where visitors can buy 

things that patients might like, (4)__ example, 

newspapers, books and flowers. 

Patients are looked after (5)__ doctors and nurses 

(6)__ work in different shifts. Their work is very 

demanding and skilled. Whilst the nurses look after 

the patients, surgeons undertake all types (7)__ 

operations. Doctors help cure people with different 

diseases. These day’s modern hospitals have (8)__ 

fast track turnover, which is computerised. Wards 

can also be mixed! 

of / an / by / in / a / for / you / who  
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GAP FILL: LISTENING    WRITING/SPELLING       

A visit to a hospital 

Today let’s talk about _____________________. 

Many of us will have visited someone in hospital. You 

might have needed to visit or stay in hospital 

yourself. Hospitals can be state or privately run.  

If you have an accident and need to go to hospital 

you normally go to the ______________________ 

Department (A&E). If it is a serious accident you will 

go there in an ambulance. All patients coming to A&E 

are cared for _____________________. Sometimes 

there is a long wait, which can be a bit frustrating.  

There are many types of wards in hospitals. Some 

are long or short term wards. There are wards for 

old people, children, and people with heart 

conditions. There is also the ‘__________________’ 

ward etc…  

Many towns and cities now have modern huge new 

hospitals, many of which are out-of-town. This 

normally means ______________________ for 

those visiting it.  

WRITING / SPEAKING 

 

1) On the board - In pairs, as a class - write 

down 20 different things you will see in a ward. 

Talk about them! 5 mins. 

 

2) Sentence starters - Finish these sentence 

starters. Correct your mistakes. Compare what 

other people have written.  

 

1) Shift work  ________________________ 

2) Working nights ____________________ 

3) Nurses and doctors _________________ 

 

3) Homework - Write and send a 200 word 

email to your teacher about: A visit to a 

hospital. Your email can be read out in class. 

Parking can be an issue, __________________. You 

normally have to pay ___________________ 

parking fees assuming you can find a parking place! 

Hospital canteens have vastly improved. 

_____________________ complain about their 

food. Larger hospitals normally have shops where 

visitors can buy things that patients might like, for 

example, newspapers, books and flowers. 

Patients are looked after by doctors and nurses who 

work in different shifts. Their work is very 

_____________________. Whilst the nurses look 

after the patients, surgeons undertake all types of 

operations. Doctors help cure people with different 

diseases. These day’s modern hospitals have a fast 

track turnover, which is computerised. 

_________________ mixed! 
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GAP FILL READING 

1) hospital 

2) accident 
3) emergency 

4) serious 
5) doctors 

6) wards 

7) throat 
8) normally 

ANSWERS 

1) issue 

2) canteens 
3) vastly 

4) patients 
5) shifts 

6) nurses 

7) cure 
8) turnover 

SPELLING 

The teacher will ask 

the class individually 

to spell the following 
words that are in the 

article. Afterwards 

check your answers. 

1) yourself 
2) hospital 

3) normally 
4) accident 

5) emergency 

6) sometimes 
7) bit 

8) throat 

9) conditions 

10) huge 

SPELLING 

Use the following 

ratings:                

Pass = 12                  
Good = 15              

Very good = 18 

Excellent = 20 

11) canteens 
12) different 

13) shifts 
14) skilled 

15) whilst 

16) specialist 
17) operations 

18) diseases 

19) patients 

20) especially 
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