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How is your spelling?  

Today we will talk about spelling. How is your 

spelling? Is it very good, okay, not bad, or is it 

downright terrible? Are you embarrassed by your 

poor spelling? Do you use a dictionary or online 

dictionary?  

The chances are you’ll use a spellchecker on your 

computer to help you with any words you are not 

sure about. Whilst this is not such a bad thing 

what would you do without it? 

In this English lesson we will look at the top 50 

words that Britons can’t spell correctly without 

using spellcheck or autocorrect on their 

computers and mobile phones. These words are 

actually the result of a survey that was 

commissioned recently by television channel Nick 

Jr UK to mark its new literacy-based show 

Wallykazam!  

The survey of 2,000 adults discovered that more 

than half of those questioned frequently have 

spelling issues of commonly-used words like 

‘questionnaire’, ‘conscience’ and ‘occasionally’.  

The top three words Britons can’t spell are 

‘embarrassment’, ‘fluorescent’ and 

‘accommodate’. Other juicy words included 

‘psychiatrist’, ‘xylophone’ and ‘rhythm’.  

Nearly 40% of the people admitted they rely on 

autocorrect technology to monitor their spelling. 

Just under a quarter of people admitted in the 

survey that they had been embarrassed by a 

spelling mistake they had made at work. One in 

five uses Google to check their spelling.  

For students at school in the UK and for foreign 

students learning the English language 

worldwide, the idea of having a weekly spelling 

test in English is perhaps not such a bad idea 

after all! Good luck should you try this idea. 

SPEAKING – WARM UP 

How is your spelling? How is your spelling in 

English? Go round the room swapping details with 

others.  

 LISTENING – WRITING - DICTATION 

The teacher will read some lines of the article 

slowly to the class.  

READING 

Students should now read the article aloud, 

swapping readers every paragraph. 

SPEAKING - UNDERSTANDING  

1) The article – Students check any unknown 

vocabulary or phrases with the teacher. 

2) The article - Students should look through the 

article with the teacher.          

1) What is the article about? 

2) What do you think about the article? 

3) Was this an easy or difficult article to 

understand? 

4) Was this a boring or interesting article? 

5) Discuss the article. 

  

3) Article quiz - Students quiz each other in 

pairs. Score a point for each correct answer. Score 

half a point each time you have to look at the 

article for help. See who can get the highest score! 

             

                      Student A questions 

1) How many adults were questioned? 

2) Name the TV channel. 

3) Name the TV show. 

4) What is a ‘xylophone’? 

5) What is ‘Google’? 

 

                     Student B questions 

1) What did nearly 40% of people admit? 

2) What is not such a bad idea? 

3) What is ‘a dictionary’? 

4) What is ‘spellcheck’? 

5) Explain what ‘conscience’ means. Give 

an example! 

Category: English / Spelling / Survey 

Intermediate / Upper Intermediate 
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WRITING / SPEAKING  

As a class – Look at the words in the list 

opposite. Go through some of the words you 

don’t know with the teacher. Select some of 

them to use in sentences so that you 

understand them better. 5 mins.  

WRITING / SPEAKING  

 In pairs. On the board write as many words as 

you can to do with ‘Spelling’. One-two 

minutes. Using your words compile a short 

dialogue together. 

WRITING / SPEAKING  

In pairs – Student A chooses three words from 

list A opposite. Write them below. Explain their 

meaning.               

1) ________________________ 

2) ________________________ 

3) ________________________ 

 

Student B chooses three words from list B. 

Write them below. Explain their meaning.              

1) ___________________________ 

2) ___________________________ 

3) ___________________________ 

The teacher will choose some pairs to discuss their 
findings in front of the class. 

SPELLING – LIST A 

The 50 common words that 

Britons struggle to spell: 

1) Embarrassment 

2) Fluorescent 
3) Accommodate 

4) Psychiatrist 
5) Occasionally 

6) Necessary 
7) Questionnaire 

8) Mischievous 

9) Rhythm 
10) Minuscule 

11) Conscience 

12) Xylophone 

13) Pronunciation 
14) Graffiti 

15) Millennium 

16) Occurrence 
17) Exhilarate 

18) Restaurant 

19) Accessory 

20) Guarantee 
21) License 

22) Separate 

23) Believe 
24) Colleague 

25) Definite 

SPELLING – LIST B 

 

 

26) Humorous 
27) Weird 

28) Symphony 
29) Illicit 

30) Species 

31) Appearance 
32) Possession 

33) Vacuum 
34) Changeable 

35) Queue 
36) Acquire 

37) Receipt 

38) Receive 
39) Difficulty 

40) Foreign 
41) Discipline 

42) Equipment 
43) Business 

44) Relevant 

45) Beautiful 
46) Technology 

47) Neighbour 
48) Friend 

49) Religious 
50) Government 

 

DISCUSSION 

  Student A questions 

1) Did the headline make you want to 

read the article? 

2) How is your spelling? 

3) Are you embarrassed by your 

spelling? 

4) Do you use a dictionary or online 

dictionary? 

5) How is your spelling in English? 

6) Are the words in the list above 

difficult? Explain. 

7) Do computers make you lazy with 

learning your spelling? Explain. 

8) Do you shorten your words when 

sending an SMS message? Why? 

9) Do we have a generation of illiterate 

young people who can’t spell? 

10) Have you learnt anything today? 

DISCUSSION 

Student B questions 

1) What do you think about what you’ve read? 

2) Should letters like ‘u’ replace ‘you’ on SMS 

messages or indeed in everyday language? 

Explain why?  

3) Are English language spelling tests a good 

idea? 

4) Are you embarrassed if you make a spelling 

mistake at work? 

5) Do you use Google to check a spelling? 

6) Do you use autocorrect tools to check your 

spelling? 

7) What would you do without a spellchecker on 

your computer? 

8) How important is it to be able to spell 

correctly? 

9) Has this been a difficult lesson for you to 

understand? 

10) Did you like this discussion? 
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GAP FILL: READING    GAP FILL: GRAMMAR          

How is your spelling?  

Today we will talk about spelling. How is your 

spelling? Is it very good, okay, not bad, or is it (1)__ 

(2)__? Are you embarrassed by your poor spelling? 

Do you use a (3)__ or online dictionary?  

The chances are you’ll use a spellchecker on your 

computer to help you with any words you are not 

sure about. Whilst this is not such a bad thing what 

would you do without it? 

In this English lesson we will look at the top 50 

words that Britons can’t spell correctly without using 

(4)__ or (5)__ on their computers and mobile 

phones. These words are (6)__ the result of a survey 

that was commissioned recently by television 

channel Nick Jr UK to (7)__ its new (8)__-based 

show Wallykazam!  

autocorrect / terrible / spellcheck / dictionary 

/ downright /  mark / actually / literacy 

How is your spelling?  

Today we will talk about spelling. How is your 

spelling? Is it very good, okay, not bad, or is it 

downright terrible? Are you embarrassed by (1)__ 

poor spelling? Do you use a dictionary or online 

dictionary?  

The chances are you’ll use a spellchecker on your 

computer to help you (2)__ any words you are not 

sure about. (3)__ this is not such a bad thing (4)__ 

(5)__ you do without it? 

In (6)__ English lesson we will look at the top 50 

words that Britons can’t spell correctly without using 

spellcheck or autocorrect on (7)__ computers and 

mobile phones. These words are actually the result 

of a survey (8)__ was commissioned recently by 

television channel Nick Jr UK to mark its new 

literacy-based show Wallykazam!  

this / with / your / whilst / that / their / 

would / what  

The survey of 2,000 adults discovered that more 

than half of those questioned frequently have 

spelling issues of commonly-used words like 

‘questionnaire’, ‘conscience’ and ‘(1)__’.  

The top three words Britons can’t spell are 

‘embarrassment’, ‘(2)__’ and ‘accommodate’. Other 

(3)__ words included ‘psychiatrist’, ‘(4)__’ and 

‘rhythm’.  

Nearly 40% of the people admitted they rely on 

autocorrect technology to (5)__ their spelling. Just 

under a (6)__ of people admitted in the (7)__ that 

they had been embarrassed by a spelling (8)__ they 

had made at work. One in five uses Google to check 

their spelling.  

For students at school in the UK and for foreign 

students learning the English language worldwide, 

the idea of having a weekly spelling test in English is 

perhaps not such a bad idea after all! Good luck 

should you try this idea. 

monitor / quarter / xylophone / fluorescent / 

mistake / survey / occasionally / juicy 

The survey of 2,000 adults discovered that more 

than half of those questioned frequently have 

spelling issues (1)__ commonly-used words like 

‘questionnaire’, ‘conscience’ and ‘occasionally’.  

(2)__ top three words Britons can’t spell are 

‘embarrassment’, ‘fluorescent’ and ‘accommodate’. 

Other juicy words included ‘psychiatrist’, ‘xylophone’ 

(3)__ ‘rhythm’.  

Nearly 40% of the people admitted they rely (4)__ 

autocorrect technology to monitor their spelling. Just 

under a quarter of people admitted in the survey 

that they had been embarrassed (5)__ a spelling 

mistake they had made at work. One in five uses 

Google to check their spelling.  

(6)__ students at school in the UK and for foreign 

students learning the English language worldwide, 

the idea of having a weekly spelling test (7)__ 

English is perhaps not such a bad idea after all! Good 

luck should (8)__ try this idea.  

you / for / the / and / of / in / by / on 
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GAP FILL: LISTENING    WRITING/SPELLING       

How is your spelling?  

Today we will ___________________. How is your 

spelling? Is it very good, okay, not bad, or is it 

__________________? Are you embarrassed by 

your poor spelling? Do you use a dictionary or online 

dictionary?  

The chances are you’ll use a spellchecker on your 

computer to help you with any words you are not 

sure about. __________________ such a bad thing 

what would you do without it? 

In this English lesson we will look at the top 50 

words that Britons can’t spell correctly without using 

spellcheck or ___________________ computers and 

mobile phones. These words are actually the result 

of a survey that was commissioned recently by 

television channel Nick Jr UK to mark its new 

___________________ Wallykazam!  

WRITING / SPEAKING 

 

1) On the board – As a class – split into two teams. 
Each team thinks of and writes down for themselves 

10 difficult words to spell. Get the other team to spell 
them correctly on the board. The other team should 

then explain their meaning or create a sentence using 
this word. 5 mins. 

 

2) Sentence starters - Finish these sentence 
starters. Correct your mistakes. Compare what other 

people have written.  
 

1) My spelling in English ___________________ 

2) I use ________________________________ 

3) My spelling  __________________________ 
 

3) Homework - Write and send a 200 word email to 

your teacher about: How is your spelling? Your 

email can be read out in class. 

 

The survey of 2,000 adults discovered that more 

than half of those _____________________ have 

spelling issues of commonly-used words like 

‘questionnaire’, ‘conscience’ and ‘occasionally’.  

The top three words Britons can’t spell are 

‘embarrassment’, ‘fluorescent’ and ‘accommodate’. 

Other juicy words included ‘psychiatrist’, 

‘______________________’.  

Nearly 40% of the people admitted they rely on 

autocorrect technology to 

______________________. Just under a quarter of 

people admitted in the survey that they had been 

embarrassed by a spelling mistake they had made at 

work. One in five uses Google to check their spelling.  

For students at school in the UK and for foreign 

students learning ____________________ 

worldwide, the idea of having a weekly spelling test 

in English is perhaps not such a bad idea after all! 

Good luck ___________________ idea. 
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GAP FILL READING 

1) downright 

2) terrible 

3) dictionary 

4) spellcheck 
5) autocorrect 

6) actually 
7) mark 

8) literacy 

ANSWERS 

1) occasionally 

2) fluorescent 

3) juicy 

4) xylophone 
5) monitor 

6) quarter 
7) survey 

8) mistake 

SPELLING 

The teacher will ask 

the class individually 

to spell the following 
words that are in the 

article. Afterwards 
check your answers. 

1) literacy 

2) xylophone 

3) rhythm 
4) psychiatrist 

5) autocorrect 
6) technology 

7) should 

8) spelling 

9) downright 

10) dictionary 

SPELLING 

Use the following 

ratings:                

Pass = 12                  
Good = 15              

Very good = 18 
Excellent = 20 

11) frequently 

12) questionnaire 

13) conscience 
14) occasionally 

15) fluorescent 
16) embarrassment 

17) fluorescent 

18) accommodate 

19) terrible 

20) juicy 
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